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Minimum Standards for Bat Surveys in North Yorkshire 

Flow diagram for small applications needing bat surveys between October and April 

Autumn & Winter Surveys 

 

 Is it a household or small 

planning application? 

Does the survey meet the 

Minimum Standards for 

Bat Surveys? In particular 

does it include a detailed, 

reasoned statement 

(including photographs) 

on: 

 the opportunities 

available within the 

structure for bats; and  

 whether or not 

emergence or re-entry 

surveys are 

considered necessary; 

and 

 a method statement 

and precautionary 

mitigation appropriate 

for the  situation and 

species of bat in the 

locality? 

No 

Yes 

No 

Require additional bat 

survey information. 

Has evidence of 

roosting bats, such 

as bat droppings, 

bat staining, dead 

bats, feeding 

remains or a 

known bat roost 

record  been 

reported? 

Yes 
Does the surveyor 

state that bats are 

unlikely to be 

using the property, 

structure or tree? 

No 

Does the surveyor 

indicate that the 

results are 

inconclusive but 

precautionary 

mitigation is 

appropriate? 

Refuse the 

application  or 

propose 

withdrawal of 

application  

pending further 

surveys. 

Yes 

Application may be 

determined. 

Condition required for 

a bat mitigation 

strategy 

Yes 

No 

No 

Applications for larger structures and sites 

should be referred to the District Ecologist. 

These will normally need emergence 

surveys, between May and September 

Has the assessment 

determined which 

species of bats  are 

involved, what use 

they make of the 

structure and has 

the surveyor 

advised that 

mitigation is 

possible? 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Is this acceptable to 

the District Ecologist? 

No 

Yes 


